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I fans give birth to game cards or

did the band of cards evolve itself

into the fan? Their constructive

principles are the same. Spread out @

bridge hand and yvou at once have the fan.

Spread out the fan, says the Spaniard, and

you have not merely a single hand of

cards bt & whole deck with which to play
any varintion in the zame of life,

With this fagotto of tapering, slivery lit-
tle sticks for finger play you may tap out

the music of and run the physical gamut
of the five great emotions—love and hate,
Joy und grief, and fear. That is If you are
a Bpanish semor or semora or a sophisti-
cated scnorita (and the flapper does exist
in Spain also),

Belicve me, the shorthand of the type-
writing offfce i but first reader stuff coms-
pared 1o this double-cross swirling of this
classic weapon of coquetry and its involved
speech of the bepowdered fingers of a
mantilla veiled senorita, Seemingly indo-
tent, she can manlpulate her fan so vigor-
ously that its d fon speed would leave
far belind the most rapld silk stockinged,
peckabooed and rouged dactyliate (they call
them that in the high class specialty shops
on Fifth

The S

as their

wwenne right nowd

nnish men are equall
s0 natprally

¥ proficient

it becomes g

wornmen

matching up game.

The cult of the fan comes from the East,
warin and other
the

weathor

w
things have come from;
world and has been put to as many uses as

re most

I8 s old as

Hfe itself. The Chinese claim to have orig-
i wl the fan In Hs long flutterings
through the ages

Thers Wik oned powerful and potent

nodding mandarin, red erested, yellow jack-
eted und pescock feather embroidered, high
im court clreles of the Celestinl Kingdom.
He hal o daughter, beautiful as all beauty,
wimond-eyed, skin like cream, charming as
u lttle Ming porceludn figurine,
wae R

It
the the heat suffocating. Suf-
focating, wo, were the poor little Chinese

Was L

maidens,

Her name ‘

night of the Great Feast of |

foreed by etiguetie o wear masks |

A Flutter of Fans

’musku; ten thousand of the wise ladies of
the court spread the fashion throughout
| the land, says the chronicle.
| In this manner the fan was launched and
| Ching still remains the chief productive
center. First the fan was a rigid oval,
| later becoming half moon shaped but still
immovable on Iits single stem when, at a
| comparatively recent day in fan annals,
\ the collapsible fan was in-
g vented in Korea In the
fifteenth century, brought
to China and from there
spread by the manufaclur-
ers all over the warm coun-
tries of the Mediterranean.
The Spaninrds, intriguers
ever and with a passionate
love for the secretive dally-

ings and philanderings,
from love making to busi-
nesz, which characterizes
the race of dons and
hidalgos, selzed with avidity
upon the fan when this
handy article arrived in

trading ships returning
from the China seas,

The Spaniard diverted the
warlike ceremonial, litur-
gical and useful functions
of this really attractive
accessory of dress and
soon developed it into something far more
abstruse and complicated than even the
patient Celestials ever dreamed. It be-
came a dictionary of fluttering wind swept
symbeolic emotions,

Spain thus brought into being at the
very early date of the beginning of the
fifteenth century the cipher code of the
fan, an applcation which antedated the
Morse code by more than 400 years. You
may, if you huve a taste for ancient
politics, dig deep into the Spanish archives
and stll find hidden away, practically un-
decipherable into modern reading, old,
crabled secret codes compiled from the
fan dictionary which would provide some
puzzling decoding for the experts of the
telegraph and wireless of our time.

Fan talk thus became a serlous affair
in Spain as it was employed in everyday
affairs of men and in polities quite as much
as by fuir ladies in their digital corre-
spondencia and proved to be the [irst aerial
waves to dip into intrigoes and plots and
leave none of the traps of wrillen words
on paper which might later be produced
as tangible evidence in courts of justice,
whether the cuse be secular, political oz
¢f the heart.

Thus fan tappers in court and in love, as
well us the man fan tapper in the street,
were immune from any inerbminating evi-
dence which might echo Indiscreetly dow:
the ages.

dictionar became o
further soclal amenities,
the ultimate, of conrse, being love muking
in at least as n means leading
thereto in :-;uﬁw mure tanglible, expression.
able form. As social intercourse between
men and women in Spain i2 a dumb letter

Later the fan
medium for still

secret,

to all prattcal purposes, and is, as It
miways has been, confined to flirtations
through barred windows or from balconies,
{the fan as a transmitting medium for an

I-m'..-r,n-r,jn.- wireless was halled as joyfally
Ly these stiquette sequestered young wom-
) he broadiensting radios
blissfully captured by wireless amateura
possessed of o desire to know the next
| change in Paris modes, what pill to take
at the full moon, the latest stralght into
the receiver sermon the newest jazz
step and tune.

s

to-day

ure

ur

|  Spanish young f(olk whoe would bLe so-
| clally and eternally ostracized if they sut

in public. Kan-si rebelled, daintily hut | and talked together decently at home, even
firmly, and set a new fashion. She ’.uﬂli,i" prisence of la familia, still are able to
uff her t k. But, like most reformers, | Wing their tenderest cmotlons and throw
she found that she ;‘..,;|.| hiave Lo compro- Ithr~ir most intimate heart throbs, by the
mise. This she did by movit muasie | Hlutterings of many fans, to the four winds
rapidly bofore her face, so that her beauti- | Of heaven, acroes stréets, wcrogs theater
ful features might not dazzle too com- and opera auditoriums  and  across  the

pletely o bewiidered public.

Thues she saved her face, and also dis-
voversd that she was creating a refreshing
movement of around her, Na®urally,
15 o leader of her set she was followed by
the other ladies of her immediate circle, the
gmart =&t of which she was the animateur

Immaediately they, too, made fans of their

alr

| plaza de toros or bullring,
The shorthand code of

| Spaniards have designed it ¢ a double sys-
'tem of signaling which s keyed thus:

The palm of the left hand fs what

known as the ‘receiver” and carries the

capital letters, not only capital letters in

! the sense In which these

the fan as the

words are usually '
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veed, but as capital letters in which to ex-
press the important words of the secretly
compiled “Code of the Fan." The important
part of the to be © unicated 1s
thus spelled out on the left palm receiver.
The left palm also i& used to represent the
hours of the clock face, and consequently
this gives the Roman nwmerals without
further complication,

Each articulation, or joint, of the left
hamnd as scen from the palm side is made
to carry a capital letter, these beginning,
paturally, at where the hand itself begins
—at the wrist,

Here the maker of Spanish fan codes
opens fire with a great strategical move by
placing the letters in the palm in reversed
order, starting as he does with the tail
end of the alphabet. He puts the Z at
the joint of the left thumb base as it joins
the wrist, and following up the pole of the
thumb H comes at the second joint, B is at
the third joint, while A finmishes at the
paint of the thumb.

The pole of the first finger of the left
palm has P at the base joint, £, at the sec-
ond joint, C at the third joint, with K at
the finish of the first (inger. The second
finger left palm has T as a base, S at the
second joint, D ut, thipd joint and 1 for the
finish. The pole of the third finger ha
R for iis base, and this is important, as it
carries the wedding ring. M is at the sec-
ond joint, } at the third joint and O for
the finish,

The pole of the little finger and the
fourth finger carries J for the base, N
for the second joint, G for the third joint
and U for the finish. In the rhomboid of
the left palm proper, between the first
and second fingers is Y, between the sec-
ond and third fingers X and between
the third and fourth fingers V, while Q
closes this unique fan dictionary as a
glove is buttoned with a single press clasp,
at the wrist, ’

This arrangement with

its variations

works out for the right palm, with the im-
portant difference that the letters are
mapped out on the back, or outside, of

These

lower

indicatle the small
printers®

the hand. oo
letters, the cuge In
lanee, and are used therefore
for messages of lesser impor-
tance. The right hand is the |
covering plate and represents (;
al#o the minutes dial

The fan itself’ Is the
counter, or marker, for one
might style it the gavel that
dots and dashes off the sug-
gested words by its taps, the |
adding machine in this busy

par-

business of making conversa-
tlon by wind signs and sig-
nals. The signaling fan when
| properly made is compo=ed of
thirty sih-i\':-', or riba, ineclud- |

ing the two outside sticks,
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used for
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yoitr fan open at thirty,
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the number re-

tell the snd tlly: if
you Just

peseLas, flop

then
ten ten.
| No  elaborate muagiuinaria
could do the Job quicker o
better, bul the maguinista
| should be expert and disereet,

another

!.i.-\ i the Spanish woman's
| way, or ilimay befull
So it Is that f the beautitul, flashing,

back eyved aonerila with the white man-
tilla. and 1 1t d face who azits
uoross the o the sofibya sids
with the amante who ne. thie
moneEntnry al of her affection I
tlers of Wy, wi e,
to make an appolntment to s m for n

|1'\‘u rare minutes of real talk she

paalin

it after this fashion O her et

she taps out the place of their trvst, which
| ig to be, =iy, within the s y enfroda
of the Iglesia § Sebhastian of a Friday,
| the zreat maj of these lovers' meet-
ings being within the church as they
invariably go to morning mass, the los or |
being od 10 two 2orts o Vows

This beiftg the Important part of her
communleation, she spells it out in CAPS
on her left hand and then proceeds to
say that she will have as ducma Aunt
Pilar, sending out this second item of
news in lower cose from her right hand
as being the hand of lesser information,
seldom used for “stop press” news.

The astute receiver of her message
learns by this that Aunt Pllar is a neg-
ligible quantity as a duena, as in addition
to being very devout she is near-sighted
and very deaf, thus tacitly evoking an un-
rivaled occasion for billing and coolng,

Thirdly, the semorita gives the time of
the meetling. The joven, or young man.
sees that three ribs of the seworita’s fan
are open, with her fan resting on tht
left hand; that is the hour dial. Ah, la:
treal  Again she opens up her fap
thirty ‘sticks, this time resting the fan ov
the back of her right hand. Ah. las tres
¥ medial He has it! Three-thirty, the
hour of yespers; he will meet her in the
Church of San Sebastian on the following
Friduy afternoon.

Naturally the joven has been sending
rapiurous return replies. As the accom-
paniment of his straight cut siyle of
trousers, siim waisted and broad hatted, he
also carries a small type of fan aimilar to
the larger form, the prerogative of the sig-
naling senorila.

This is the Spanish fashion in fans
The fan of the senorita is the large size,
the fan of the scnora somewhat smaller
and the smallest the fan of the semor,
Then there are fans for summer and win-
ter, fans for all sorts and clesses of func-
tlons—weddings, funerals, to walk out
with, for the house, the city, the countiry
and the bullfight the latter decorated
with flashing scenes in the arenas, por-
traits of favorite reigning matadors, the
“Bombus” and "Chicos” and their gay
cuadrillas.

The most important of Spnnish fan
makers is a house of anclent lineage in
Valencia, its produoct selling from half o
peseta to five hundred pesetns, ten cents
to a hundred doliars. Parchment paper
fans are most in vogue, gayly painted
il..ars.:v funs are used by ladies as attenu-
| ated sun s=hades. The men carry theh
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fans in their vest pocket ot up Lhelr
sleeves, hut in warm wealher (hey sceldom
lonve thelr owners' hands, particalarly
ot the houwr that the povies appoar on
their grilled balconies or ake their dally

witlks pilm  lned The whir-
ring of fans in the all but stasnant alr al

n piaioa,

this moment s like the winged passage
of many birds,

I have the secret at last The fan is
l Canlinued go Fallomring Paoe



